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Missing Nepali skier found

Uttam Rayamajhi, the 17 year old Nepali ski racer who vanished from his team
base in the French Alps without money or spare clothes on 27 April has been
discovered on the streets of Paris after members of the public recognised him
from a Facebook campaign launched to find him.

According to a statement by Nepal Ski Team Base, where Rayamajhi was
training, former team Manager and trainer Richard Morley was contacted and
immediately made the 700km journey from the Alps to collect Uttam from the
Eiffel Tower where they arranged to meet.

The teenager had been living rough after walking several hundred kilometres
across France surviving through the kindness of local people. He was stopped
at routine police checks several times but never detained, as his visa is valid.
Eventually a stranger near the Bastille alerted him to the Facebook campaign
and showed him the news on the Internet.

Richard and Uttam reported the full circumstances of the events surrounding
the teenager's disappearance to the French police at Bourg St Maurice who
had instigated a nation wide manhunt for him. Uttam informed them that he
experienced considerable depression and anxiety when the Nepal Olympic
Committee disbanded the team after Morley complained of their corruption to
the IOC. This effectively ended Uttam’s promising career and raised fears that
the Nepali authorities would punish him for his involvement in the complaint.

Uttam agreed to return to the team base when he learnt that his disappearance
was jeopardising the funding and participation of team-mate Shyam Dhakal at
the forthcoming Vancouver Winter Olympics. Dhakal is hoping to become the
first ever Nepali Olympic Alpine skier. He has been in training since 2003 and
is on the brink of Olympic qualification. nepalnews.com May 12 09
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